
 

 

The Fitzroy, 2016, is the debut film by Andrew Harmer. The story is set in a 
post- apocalyptic world in 1950's  Margate, a seaside town on the Isle of 
Thanet - county of Kent, in south east England. Due to the extreme levels of 
pollution, the air is no longer fit to breathe: anyone going outside, or into 
places which do not have a suitable air cleaning system, is required to wear a 
mask and use oxygen tanks.  

Against this backdrop of decay and decline The Fitzroy Hotel,  a submarine 
moored on the beach, is one of the last remaining places where it is possible 
for people to enjoy a traditional summer holiday. Apart from being viewed as 
an enchanting spot, there is the added fact that masks and gas tanks are not 
required inside.  An intriguing question is what is there inside this place?  
Who lives there? 

The answer to these questions is the basis for this Dark Comedy, a bit Wes 
Anderson , a bit Four Rooms. The cast includes Cerith Flinn, Jan Anderson, 
David Gant, Kenneth Collard, David Schaal - a rich band of unusual 
personalities, all of whom circle round the main character Bernard, the hotel's 
bellboy. The film is new and this is its PREMIERE in Italy. Besides being 
thoroughly entertaining, the film is notable for the way the language, The 
Queen's English, is used by the cast in contrast with the highly unusual 
setting in which they find themselves. 

 

WHY IS THIS FILM BEING SHOWN AT BIFF? 

With The Fitzroy and Ginger and Rosie we are screening two films which 
share a common theme, one a comedy set in the 50's, the other a drama set 
in the 60's, which are two sides of the same coin. In reality the theatre in via 
Baretti will play host to two works which present themes  which are still 
relevant today, played out against differing backdrops, each equally 
interesting and absorbing.	


