
 
 
1985 Northern Ireland is ripped apart by the civil war. The "Troubles" – as the 
Irish Civil War is called – have now lasted for 25 years and a peace 
agreement between Catholics and Protestants seems to be nearly as far 
away as Mexico, where the following year the World Cup will be contended. 
Ever since childhood little Tommy has had a difficult life. However, the chaos 
around him doesn't seem to bother him. In fact, only one thought is going 
through his mind: The World Cup. For the very first time, Northern Ireland will 
be participating in this event, and chance has it that the team has ended up in 
the same round as Brazil. Brazil, the team where masters of this sport, 
skippered by "the philosopher' and 'doctor', the great Socrates, dominate with 
their spectacular performance. For the Brazilians this is a passage, just as 
any other, towards the top, while for Tommy and all the others, this is the 
match of a lifetime. The film takes place in Belfast and tracks the 9 months 
which accompany the National team towards this memorable event.  We 
follow the challenges of these extraordinary 11 heroes. First through the eyes 
of little Tommy and his father Arthur who tries to teach Tommy, through his 
football fantasies, to believe in a better world. Then through the eyes of David 
Campbell (Mirallegro already viewed in Spike Island at the BIFF 2015) who, 
thanks to an injury sustained by the striker holder, finds himself fighting 
against his giants. Lastly, through the eyes of the coach, Billy Bigham (John 
Hannah "Four Weddings and a Funeral") who tries to mould together a 
divided national team, hoping to lead it to the greatest result of its career.  

This is the story of the World Cup's smallest national team playing against the 
biggest. "Shooting for Socrates" is a mature, easy going, fun film as well as 
an historical film. It's also a replicate of a classic sports film type "David 
against Goliath". It's James Erskine's second film (already present at BIFF 
2016 with "One night in Turin") With this performance he continues his 
journey of analyzing the social and unifying impacts which football holds on 
its Anglo-Saxon population. This time he uses the language of the film to 
demonstrate how the sense of belonging to one's very own national team had 
during that period defused the conflicts and, for the first time in 25 years, 



demonstrated a more united image of Northern Ireland. This reveals that 
ultimately – as we have always maintained – football is much more than a 
sport with 22 males in 'shorts' chasing after a football. James Erskine will be 
once again be present at BIFF. One more reason not to miss out. 

Why at BIFF: this year we pass through the Troubles twice. In this case the 
contents are still relevant but it's nice that, just for once, they are recounted 
from a less dramatic point of view. A ray of light in a long conflict. 


